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“Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, but abides forever.” —Psalm 125:1

The Northern Light—

\ / Greetings to you, child of God. As I sit here, | am laughing because this is the fourth
— time | have restarted my Northern Light article. | had several ideas to write about.
- _ Most recently, | wrote about how the beautiful, white snow melts away and reveals
the dirt and garbage underneath. It's a true-enough analogy for sin and repentance, so
— perhaps | will write about it another day. For today, | will address you simply as a
/ \\ Pastor who is very grateful for the vocation and the congregation into which he has
\ been called.

On Sunday, April 22nd, Zion held a voters’ meeting that wasn't attended as highly as
I may have hoped, but the people who came showed up with a heart for the Church and a sincere desire to
move the near fifty-year ministry of Zion forward. In the coming months, you will see some of the actions
which were taken and how they reflect the love for God's House and His Word and Sacraments.

On April 27th, we pushed forward with the Spring auction! What a great time! The fellowship hall was
packed with people coming out to support Zion's Preschool and VBS! Both the silent and the regular auctions
were a lot of fun, and we raised $1,200 to be split between the preschool and VBS. Thank you volunteers
from Zion and from Miss Cheerly's youth group for showing support for this!

April 29th was also a wonderful day. At the 9:30 service we welcomed Charlie Rose Brown into our family,
while Christ welcomed her into His family through the waters of Holy Baptism! It was wonderful that over a
hundred of us were there to witness this. It is good for God's people to see how Christ works for others the
way He works for them. Currently, we have around four more Baptisms planned. PRAISE BE TO GOD!
May looks to be just as wonderful. As the Easter season continues, we continue to celebrate the Lord's Supper
each Sunday. May also has some special events coming up!

INSIDE THIS EDITION May 12th: Come to Zion to help with Spring clean-up
ARTICLE PAGE | May 13th: Mother's Day and Preschool Sunday! This is always wonderful!
The Northern Light 11" May 20th: First Communion Sunday.
ﬁ’;;;gﬁii‘;?s ; May 27th: Confirmation Sunday.
Around The Church 3| AND June 6th: Zion begins the Wednesday summer services. (More to come
From the Head Elder 5| next month).
From the Executive Director 61 g, a¢ viou can see, it is very easy for me to look past challenges that every
God Works for All Good 8 . .
What About 9| Church faces and focus on the blessings that God and Zion have been to me. |
Stewardship 11| pray all continues well with you as God continues to gather you at Zion!
Evangelism 11
4 Hours 4 Zion 12
Zion Preschool 12 In His service and in yours,
Summer Safari 13
LSSA 14 .
The Lutheran Hour 14 %ﬂ?
Calendar 15
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Just the Facts

CHURCH OFFICE
CHURCH OFFICE FAX NO.
PRESCHOOL OFFICE
PASTOR: Rev. Brandt E. Hoffman
CHURCH ADMINISTRATION
Admin-Assistant: Annie Hunsucker
Dove Editor: Sue Wilkens
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
Exec. Director: Robert Wilkens
Asst. Exec. Dir.: Sid Anderson
Recording Secretary: Georgia Monzon
Treasurer: Chris Lanz
Assistant Treas.: Jamie Brown
BOARD OF ELDERS:
Matt Mills, Chairman
Grant Anderson
Michael Dean
Steve Hanson
Louie Monzon
Scott Mueller
Worship Committee: Pastor Hoffman
Altar Guild: Shared
Choir Director: Phil Ulmer
Pianists: Phil Ulmer
Dorothy Anderson
Brooke Hartman
Joy Molland
Acolyte Director: Pastor Hoffman
Lector Coordinator: Pastor Hoffman
Nursery Coordinator: Board of Elders
Usher Coordinator: Matt Mills
BOARD OF EDUCATION: Stephanie Anderson
Elder Representative: Steve Hanson
H. S. Youth Leader: OPEN
Sunday School: Tereza McMillan
Zion Preschool: Tereza McMillan, Chairman
Director/Teacher: Gloria Vuocolo
Asst.Teacher: Cheerly Lau
BOARD OF EVANGELISM Ralph Erickson
Elder Representative: Grant Anderson
Social Ministry: Cayre Saden
Christian Missions: OPEN
Pioneer Home Ministry: OPEN
Alaska Missions for Christ: Pastor Hoffman
Lay Rep: Ron Breiler, interim
Anchor School Admin.: Jim Scriven
Lay Reps: 3 OPENINGS
BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP: Tana Kirkhart, Chairman
Elder Representative: Scott Mueller
Cradle Roll: OPEN
Sonshine Committee:
Birthdays: Hillary Hodges
Anniversaries: Cayre Saden
BOARD OF FINANCE: Christie Mascelli, Chairman
Elder Representative: Mike Dean
Growth Fund: Don Hodges, Chairman
Stephanie Anderson
Louie Monzon
Ina Mueller
Gene Murphy
BOARD OF PROPERTY : Ron Breiler, Chairman
Elder Representative: Louie Monzon
LWML: Chris Lanz, President
Vice President: OPEN
Secretary: Christi Hoffman
Treasurer: Gene Murphy
Christian Growth: Shared
Prayer Chain: OPEN
LCEF OPEN
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DOVE

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

BILL & TERRY FELTEY

5/5/1979

RICHARD & GENE MURPHY

5/16/2009

GERARD & REBECCA ASSELIN

5/17/1997

AL & SUSAN LIVELY
5/22/1976

CRAIG & BROOKE HARTMAN

5/29/2010

Sam Erickson
Dech Ngor

Matt Mills

Christi Hoffman
Nyamal Gatwech
Chris Lanz

Jillian Erickson
Gabriel Manechok
Zach Davila

Steve Hanson

If your name does not
appear on the birthday or
anniversary Iist, please let
the office know so that
we can update the data-
base. Many of you have

Nathaniel Eckstein

been here a long time, but Roseanne Waters

the dates were never

entered into the program. .

Thanks! Stephanie Anderson

05-03

05-05

05-07

05-08

05-08

05-09

05-10

05-12

05-14

05-15

05-18

05-24

05-31
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Human Care

This outreach program is still going well.
The residents at Brother Francis and Clare
House greatly appreciate the tasty, nutritious
salad meals and extras provided by Zion’s
Helping Hands. The resident count is still 50
at Clare House and varies between 300 to 350
at Brother Francis.

Zion’s family has made donations of any
and all food items needed for meals—fish, oil
& vinegar dressing, rice, salami and elbow
noodles.

Also, we would appreciate donations of
other items, such as ranch dressing, salami
(extra), hamburger meat, or hams.

Again, a super heartfelt thank you to all the
Helping Hands for time, talent, fellowship and
delivery on the 2nd Friday of each month for
the meals. Thank you to the Helping Hands
that prepare and donate desserts and salads as
well.

Also, Brother Francis would appreciate
clothes for men & women; Clare House
would like clothing for women & children,
and toys.

If you have any questions, please call Cayre
at 337-1008 or at 242-5280 (cell).

Love & God’s Blessings to all,
The Head Chef & Cayre

Bible Study Opportunities
Adult Bible Study—Sundays at 1:00am
Women'’s Bible Study—Wednesdays at 6:00 pm
With One Heart—Thursdays at 8:00pm

Men’s Bible Breakfast—Saturday mornings
from 9:00-11:00

After Worship Refreshments

The sign up sheet for Sunday snacks is in the
narthex. Please pick an upcoming Sunday to
volunteer to provide treats for our after worship
fellowship.

HELP Wanted:

Have a desire to get out of the house? Contact
Ron Breiler at 907-717-4655 or call the church
office at
338-3838.

The Zion Lutheran Preschool has need for light
handy person support. This will involve painting,
carpentry, light plumbing, and just helping with
those fix-it tasks that come with a room full of
school children. Set your own schedule, it is
helpful if you have your own tools.

Come and feel the energy of the Preschool staff
and kids in a friendly Christian atmosphere.

Share Your Time & Talents

Get involved at Zion! Join a board or
committee, help with Altar Guild, count
offerings after service, help with a
property maintenance project, bring
snacks for after worship, or help out in
the office. These are just a sampling of
the countless ways in which you can lend
your time and talents to serve the Lord.

When Were You Baptized?

Please let us know! We are remembering our bap-
tisms during Divine Service. Please email the date to
zion-admin@gci.net or leave a note on Annie’s desk.

PIONEER HOME FELLOWSHIP HOUR
Become involved! Fellowship Hour occurs the first
Tuesday of each month at 6:15 pm at the Pioneer Home in
wing Two North.

For more information, please contact
Church Office: 338-3838
or zion-admin@agci.net
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Ushers Wanted:
Ladies and Gentlemen! If you are interested in helping out in the service, consider
signing up for ushering! Just talk to an elder or the Pastor for more info. Signup sheets
are in the Narthex!!

A Note to Parents:

If you bring pencils, crayons, markers, etc. to church for your children, please be sure
to bring paper or a sketchbook as well. Many of our worship materials, including
hymnals, Bibles, prayer request cards and offering envelopes, are being used as
canvases and we need to preserve these books and keep our paper supply costs down.

Get Ready for VBS—

It is coming sooner than you think. A planning committee meeting is coming soon!
We look forward to working with you.
\olunteers are welcome!

VBS Fundraising & Event Schedule 2012
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From The Head Elder

Dear Brothers and Sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ,

The “Collect of the Day” follows the salutation. Like the Psalm, the Collect is a “proper”,
which means that it’s one of the parts of the service that changes to fit the day or season. The propers,
like the Psalm, Collect, scripture readings, hymns, and the portion of the preface prayer before the
Sanctus (“Holy, Holy, Holy”), all tend to share the same theme and match the feel of the season. Like
the Salutation before it, the Collect is over pretty quickly, but it’s worth paying attention to it. If you’ve
never studied Collects before, they are likely to strike you as just short, formally worded prayers. Once
we start to look at them and take them apart though, we find that they are all one sentence long, and all
share a very definite five-part pattern. They are like the Haikus of prayer.

Collects always start with an address to God, and they are centered on what God tells us about
Himself in the Bible. Our new hymnal has a nice list of topical Collects, but it doesn’t list the proper
Collects for every Sunday. From the old TLH, the Collect for Easter simply starts with: “Almighty
God”. Collects will always ask God for something eventually, but not yet. Before the actual petition,
there is always a second section giving a Biblical attribute of God. Though this form of prayer is much
older than Luther, it fits well with his focus on “holding God to His promises,” because we are telling
God something He has told us about Himself and using that attribute as the reason or basis for our
petition to Him. Back to the old Easter Collect, part two is: “who through Thine only-begotten Son,
Jesus Christ, hast overcome death and opened unto us the gate of everlasting life”. Next comes the
petition, the thing that we are asking God for; in this case: “we humbly beseech Thee that, as Thou
dost put into our minds good desires,” and a desired outcome or blessing: “so by Thy continual help
we may bring the same to good effect”. Part five is always a Trinitarian doxology, this one ends:
“through the same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy
Ghost, ever one God, world without end, Amen.”

As | mentioned in my last segment, for the Collect the Pastor joins the congregation in facing
the altar, and prays or chants the Collect out loud, generally with his hands held out, palms open
towards heaven. There’s no Bible verse in the margin of our new hymnal for the Collect, but they
could easily have gone with Paul’s words to young Pastor Timothy, “I desire then that in every place
the men should pray, lifting holy hands without anger or quarreling;” (1 Tim 2:8.) The practice of
having a specific Collect for each Sunday and Holy day of the year most likely started in the 5™
Century with St. Leo the Great, and a number of our collects go back to the 450°’s A.D. We also use
some written by St. Gregory in the 600°s A.D., some written for Lutheran Churches during the
Reformation, and even quite a few from the Anglican “Book of Common Prayer.”

Pastor Wilhelm Lohe, one of the two Pastors credited with starting our Synod, called Collects
“the breath of a soul, sprinkled in the blood of Jesus, brought to the Eternal Father in the Name of His
Son.” If that doesn’t make you want to listen to the Collect more carefully next Sunday, I’m not sure
what will. Next month: The Bible readings.

Enjoy the warming weather, and see you in Church.

Easter Blessings!

Your servant in Christ+,
-Matt Mills, Board of Elders

P.S. We are still looking for folks interested in playing for the church. If you have the talent and the
desire to serve Zion musically, please fill out a musician survey from last month’s Dove or chat with an
Elder at church.
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From the Executive Director

Brothers and Sisters of Zion,

We are often busy this time of the year with wonderful happenings around Zion. We
have recently celebrated the Resurrection of our Lord and look forward to Pentecost
and the renewal of Spring in Alaska. Christian Education continues to be very active
with the first communion class and the confirmation class busily working to learn all

that is required to take part at Zion as communicant and confirmed members.

Thank you to all that were in attendance at the Congregational Meeting on April 22.
We had a very full agenda with many things to discuss and decide. If you were not
able to attend, you may wish you had not missed, as some very important topics were
presented.

It was decided that Zion will be working with Lifetouch Photography to put together a
professionally produced church directory to coincide with our 50 years of Zion Celebra-
tion. In addition, Chris Lanz, Anniversary Committee Chair, proposed the church start
fundraising to address the costs that will be involved with the upcoming event. It was
decided that Zion will take the opportunity to participate as a vendor at the upcoming
Alaskan Scottish Club Highland Games, June 30" in Eagle River. Many volunteers will
be needed for this project to succeed; please consider how you can help.

Speaking of help, there have been outstanding examples of God’s people serving at
Zion and opportunities abound. May 12™ is the date set for Spring Clean Up this year.
Roll up your sleeves, bring your rake, and let's see what we can get accomplished.
Other examples of people stepping up to help serve at Zion include our outgoing
Board of Stewardship Chair, Tana Kirkhart, and Board of Finance Chair, Christina
Mascelli. They have both graciously committed to continue to help out with their pro-
spective committees as the newly elected chair(s) take their newly elected role(s). Un-
fortunately, we have to use () in this sentence, as no one stepped forward to chair the
board of finance. But we rejoice that Kathy Mooney has stepped forward to chair the
Stewardship Board. Others elected to office were Elders Steve Hanson (1 official
term), Scott Mueller (2" Term) and Lam Lul (1% term).

Speaking of Tana, she reported that the Stewardship Committee is promoting the 4
hours for Zion initiative. This stewardship drive challenges members of Zion to support
their church with a donation of time, talents or financial support that they would earn in
4 hours, but | do not want to steal Tana’s thunder so to speak, so look somewhere in
this newsletter or in a mailbox near you soon to find out what it is all about.

Ralph Erickson, Chair of Evangelism, announced that the “Tracking the Spirit” event
will be coming to Zion, May 1% and 2™ at 6 pm. There have been flyers in the bulletin
and e-mails notifying you about this event. Ralph also reported that the Evangelism
committee is looking to enrich our education opportunities for our youth and areas
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From the Executive Director cont...

of service for others with a “Mission Life” program.

Property Management, as you have noticed, has been busy with snow, snow and
more snow. Well, now that it is almost gone, a new discovery was made. We have
roof problems. The weight of the snow and the stress and the age of the roof made
itself known throughout the church, especially in Pastor’s office. There were no less
than 6 separate leaks in the roof just over our Pastor’'s head. With some well placed
buckets, he was able protect most of the things on his desk. Sid Anderson, Louie
Monzon, Steve Hanson and others have worked diligently to decrease the expense
of the roof repairs with some help from Fred Korevec of Alaska Sourdough Roofing
who donated labor and some of the supplies. There was still expense related to the
roof, and with our challenges of operating expenses, please prayerfully consider our
Stewardship committee’s 4 hours for Zion.

In addition, the condition of the fellowship hall carpet was discussed. It has been
brought to the attention of the property management board that the carpet poses a
trip hazard and has run its full life - tape and all. It may be time to replace the carpet,
especially considering we have the upcoming anniversary. Our purchasing agent, Ja-
mie Brown, researched carpeting bids and reported to the assembly the cost of the
carpeting is roughly $15,000 (can be less pending the amount of work Zion does re-
garding removal of the old carpet and installation of trim). It was decided that Zion
will attempt to raise 1/3 of the cost of the carpeting and then submit a request to the
growth fund to finance the remaining capital expense.

As reported last month, our finances continue to be a challenge. We have many
needs and commitments, with our aging building and the expense of braving the win-
ter with the costs of utilities, snow removal and roof repairs. We will need all of Zion
to pitch in and help where you can. Please prayerfully consider your present tithing
and contributions as Zion faces many needs in the upcoming months.

There are many ways to serve and many exciting opportunities to experience and
share the Lord’s richest blessings at Zion.

In His Service,

ot A I

Robert A. Wilkens, Executive Director
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What About. ..

Why does God give us pastors?

When we look at our lives and measure them according to
the holiness and righteousness of the Lord God Almighty we
are moved to say, “Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.” We
receive forgiveness of sins,and become righteous before God,
by grace, for Christ’s sake, through faith, when we believe that
Christ lived, suffered, died and rose again for us, and that for
His sake our sins are forgiven, and righteousness and eternal
life are given to us.

But how do we receive this faith? In order to obtain such
faith, God instituted the ministry of teaching the Gospel and
administering the Sacraments. It is through the Word and
Sacraments that the Holy Spirit produces faith, where and
when it pleases Him, in those who hear the good news of Jesus’
death and resurrection for the forgiveness of sins.

Pastors accompany us on our earthly pilgrimage. They
serve us with Christ's Word and Sacraments, through which
the Holy Spirit gives us forgiveness, life and salvation.
Therefore, we believe, teach and confess that “when the called
ministers of Christ deal with us by His divine command .. .this
is just as valid and certain, even in heaven, as if Christ our dear
Lord dealt with us Himself” (Small Catechism).

How does God give us pastors?

The pastoral office is a gift that God has given to the
church, as Paul says,“When he ascended on high he gave gifts
to men” (Eph. 4:8, 11-12). Paul enumerates pastors and teach-
ers among the gifts belonging to the church, and he adds that
they are given for the work of ministry and for building up the
body of Christ. Therefore, the right of electing and ordaining
ministers is a duty and responsibility of the church.

Through a congregation’s call, God places a man to be the
shepherd of that congregation. “Our churches teach that
nobody shall publicly preach or teach or administer the sacra-
ments without a regular call” (Augsburg Confession, Article
XIV). Only those who are called and ordained to the pastoral
office may exercise it publicly. Although the Holy Scriptures
make it clear that all the baptized are priests, called to offer God
sacrifices of thanks and praise (1 Peter 2:9; Rev. 1:6; 5:10),
it also teaches that in the church there is an office to teach,
feed, guide and rule, which Christians, by virtue of their
general calling as Christians, do not possess (1 Cor. 12:29;

What About. ..

Pastors

Rom. 10:15; 1 Tim. 5:17; James 3:1). While all Christians
through Baptism are made part of God’s royal priesthood, not
all Christians are ministers.

When a man receives and accepts his first call to serve as a
pastor, he is then ordained. Ordination is a confirmation of a
mans call into the ministry of the church and is the historic
and apostolic rite by which, through Word and prayer,a man is
set apart for service to Christ and His church as a pastor.
During his ordination, he is also installed into the pastoral
office of the congregation that calls him. In the future, if he
accepts other calls to serve, he will be installed, but not
ordained again.

How are pastors described?

The word “pastor” comes from the Latin word for “shepherd””
Shepherding is a predominant picture in the Bible for both the
work of Christ and the work of our pastors (cf. Ps. 23; Ezek. 34;
Eph. 4:11; 1 Peter 5:2-3). The Scriptures indicate that the Holy
Spirit appoints men to shepherd God’s people (Acts 20:28).

Pastors are also referred to frequently in the Bible as “min-
isters,”a word that literally means “slave” (Acts 26:16; Rom.
15:16; Eph. 3:7; 1 Tim. 4:6). In 2 Cor. 4:5 Paul describes pastors
this way: “We preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord;
and ourselves your slaves, for Jesus’ sake” Pastors model their
ministry on the life and work of the Lord Jesus Christ who did
not come to be served, but to serve. The pastoral office is an
office of loving, caring service to the people of God, in the stead
and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ.

“Oversight” is another less frequently used term that
describes the pastor’s work. Pastoral oversight is the spiritual
duty of rebuking and warning Christ’s people when they
fall into sin, feeding and caring for them with the Gospel, and
guarding and defending them from false teachers and their
false teachings. Pastoral oversight is not to be confused
with institutional management or leadership, like a CEO type
of position.

Our Lutheran Confessions refer to the pastoral office as the
“Preaching Office,” to which men are called and ordained. We
also speak of the office of the holy ministry. The ministry is
holy not because of the men who are in it, but because of the
One who established it. It is holy because of what the Lord is
doing for His people through the work of His pastors.
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What About...

What about Pastors?

What does God expect of pastors?

Pastors do not “represent their own persons but the person
of Christ, because of the Church's call, as Christ testifies (Luke
10:16) ‘He who hears you, hears me When they offer the Word
of Christ or the sacraments, they do so in Christ’s place and
stead” (Apology VII/VIIL.28).

The Apostle Paul writes in 1 Tim. 3:2-4 that a pastor is to be
“above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, self-con-
trolled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given to
drunkenness, not violent, but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a
lover of money. He must manage his own family well and see
that his children obey him with proper respect” In 1 Tim. 3:6
we read that a pastor is not to be “a recent convert, or he may
become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the
devil” In Titus 1:9 is it is said that pastors “must hold firmly to
the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can
encourage others by sound doctrine, and refute it”

Although some Protestant churches ordain women to the
pastoral office, this is a 20th-century innovation. For more
than 1,900 years, there has been nearly unanimous faithful-
ness to the Word of God, given through the Apostle Paul, that
women are not to serve as pastors (see 1 Cor. 14:33-35,37; 1
Tim. 2:11-12; 1 Tim. 3:1-2 and Titus 1:5-6).

Because it is God who places men into the pastoral office,
through the congregation, only God, through the congregation,
can properly remove a man from the pastoral office. Pastors
are forgiven sinners, as are all baptized children of God. Thus,
we do not expect perfection of our pastors,any more than pas-
tors would expect congregations to be perfect. The awesome
forgiveness of Jesus Christ sustains us all. A “hire and fire”atti-
tude toward our pastors must not enter into our thinking.
Removing a man from the pastoral office must be based only
on clear, Biblical, criteria; namely, persistent adherence to false
doctrine, a scandalous life, or willful neglect of duty.

What are the duties and commitments of pastors?

Our pastors preach, catechize,administer the Sacraments,
hear confession from penitent sinners, and comfort the sick.
The church knows that even the most faithful pastor can never
do enough of these things, but the church also knows these are
the precious duties our pastors are given to do. We must never
allow other things to take priority over these key pastoral
duties and activities.

With the help of God, our pastors have the responsibility
to speak the truth in love, but this duty must be understood
correctly.

Our pastors are not “people pleasers,” watering down the
truths of God’s Word. Pastors pledge themselves uncondition-

ally, and without quatification, to the Lutheran Confessions as
contained in the Book of Concord of 1580, as a true and faith-
ful exposition of the Word of God.

This strong doctrinal commitment safeguards the teach-
ing of the truth of the Word of God in the congregation. Also, it
protects the pastor from unjust criticism when he stands up
for the truths of God’s Word. By means of this strong doctrinal -
foundation, both pastor and people are able to evaluate their
relationship to one another and the work of the congregation.

How do we support our pastors?

The most important way we support our pastors is
through our prayers, asking the Lord of the Church to give our
pastors wisdom, strength, courage and peace, asking Him to
bless our pastors’ ministry among us and to work powerfully
through their proclamation of the Word and administration of
the Sacraments. Our children should be taught each night to
remember their pastor in their prayers.

The members of our congregations assist their pastor as
they encourage and support him in the ministry entrusted to
him. They volunteer their time, by serving in a variety of ways
in the parish, and give of their treasures. The pastor is nota
“hired hand}’ who is to do all the work of the congregation.
Telling the good news of the forgiveness of sins in Jesus, in
many different situations and opportunities in life, is a task
and duty given to all Christians, not only pastors (Matt.28:19-
20; 1 Peter 2:9; 1 Peter 3:15).

God’s Word also has these things to say about how we are
to support our pastors. 1 Cor.9:14: “The Lord has commanded
that those who preach the gospel should receive their living
from the gospel” Gal. 6:6-7: “Anyone who receives instruction
in the word must share all good things with his instructor. Do
notbe deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he
sows.” 1 Thess. 5:12-13: “Now we ask you, brothers, to respect
those who work hard among you, who are over you in the Lord
and who admonish you. Hold them in the highest regard in
love because of their work. Live in peace with each other”” Heb.
13:17: “Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They
keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey
them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that
would be of no advantage to you.”

What a blessing pastors have been to God's people down
through the ages! May God continue to bless the church might-
ily through His gift of pastors.

— Dr.A.L.Barry
President
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
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Stewardship

“April showers bring May flowers. April, traditionally a rainy period, gives way to May, when flowers
will bloom because of the water provided for them by the April showers” (According to Wiktionary—a wiki-based
Open Content Dictionary). In many parts of our country, this old idiom still rings true. Proper amounts of rain and
sunshine combine to produce beautiful flowers. It is a kind of “action/reaction” thing.

There is an application for our lives as God’s stewards and managers of all of life and life’s resources for His
purposes. Dr. Martin Luther’s explanation to the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed states it so well when it credits
God with being our Maker and Provider. God richly provides us with all that we need to support this body and life.
All is used nine times in Luther’s explanation. Our Almighty Father in heaven has made us and all creatures, gives
us all we need, and defends us against all danger and guards and protects us from all evil.

The clincher for us as God’s stewards comes in the closing paragraph of Luther’s explanation of the First
Avrticle as he writes: “All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or
worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.”

The truth of the matter is that our Heavenly Father provides everything that we need in this life. His greatest
gift is His Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who came willingly to this sinful world to offer up His holy life for the sins of
the world—yours and mine included. That takes care of our spiritual welfare. That is the most important gift, but
God also lavishes all kinds of physical gifts upon us as His people.

God richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment (1 Timothy 6:17b), but He also wants us to use all
these blessings in unselfish ways to bring glory to His holy name and blessings to those people around us, just like
April showers bring May flowers. Our faithful management and use of God’s gifts makes life more beautiful and
fragrant for us and others.

How we use our time, abilities and financial resources makes a big difference for us and others. How we
manage our relationships, God’s creation, our own bodies and the privilege of sharing the good news of Jesus also
makes a big difference for us and others.

We give thanks to God for calling us to be His maturing stewards who are privileged to manage all of life
and life's resources for His purposes! May God’s Holy Spirit work richly in, with and among us so that we live
each day as God’s redeemed children who are growing in the divine traits of loving and giving!

—lems.org

Evangelism

Mark your calendars for the evenings of May 1 and May 2 from 6:00 to 8:30 P.M. as Zion hosts "Tracking
the Spirit." For more than 10 years, our Northwest District of the Missouri Synod has been "Tracking the Spirit"
with congregations and missions throughout the district.

And just what is "Tracking the Spirit?" The concise answer is that it's an in depth look at the purposes of God the
Father, Jesus and the Holy Spirit taken from the 3 Articles of the Creed. The Holy Spirit can help your heart under-
stand what you learned (whether recently or long ago) and can also help you to comfortably share the love of Christ.

The longer answer to the above question is that sessions can vary from one another depending on where the Holy
Spirit leads. Discussions can be very thought provoking!

Tracking the Spirit is led by the Holy Spirit with help from Pastor Denny Lorenz and Dr. Denny Langston. This trip
north from Portland includes stops in Juneau, Fairbanks, Kenai, Homer and here at Zion.

Please plan to attend and invite a friend, too!

—Ralph Erickson,
Board of Evangelism



Page 12 DOVE

4 Hours 4 Zion

Beginning April 1st through June 30th, each of us is asked to give “4 hours 4 Zion”.
Over the next few months, we’re asking our members to contribute an additional tithe
totaling 4 hours of wages. This contribution can also be in the form of service for or
around the church. More information on this stewardship campaign will be coming to
your mailbox soon!

s9: Zlon Preschool

Wow! Spring has sprung and it’s that time of year again!!! Our school year is coming to an end already!
We still have so much to do. Our calendar is full of events.

First, Mothers’ Day Tea will be held on Thursday, May 3™ and Friday, May 4. Our mothers come in for
a special spot o tea with their child.

Then our Trike-A-Thon May 10" and 11" for St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital. The children will
be riding their bikes to help St. Jude patients who are battling cancer or other catastrophic diseases. Your
donation enables St. Jude to continue its mission of finding cures and saving children of these childhood
diseases. St. Jude is the only pediatric cancer research center where families never pay for treatment not
covered by insurance and no child is denied treatment because of the family’s inability to pay. If you
would like to help out with a donation, please see me.

Our annual Preschool Sunday will be May 13", where the children will show what they have learned this
year, before service at 9:30 am in the chapel. To those that are unable to stay for the entire service, we ask
that you sit towards the back of the Church. This will greatly minimize any disruption to the worship ser-
vice. Thank you for your cooperation.

Finally, the last day of school is Wednesday, May 16™. Our closing celebrations will be combined. We
will be having food, fun, fellowship, and some farewells as those children move on to kindergarten. If you
can attend, please do, all are welcome! Details will be posted as we get closer to that day.

Our campaign for Summer Safari has begun already. The classes run from June 5" to August 2" and will
be held from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm, Tuesday through Thursday. (See attached for more info).

A big thank you to those who participated in our annual Spring Festival! Watch for more details next
month! As always, thanks so much for all you do for us! God’s Blessings to all of you!!

Respectfully submitted,

Mrs. Gloria Vuocolo



Zion Lutheran Preschool

Summer Safari
Cowne alowng for the rvioe |

Rk

Summer Safari meets T/W/TH mornings.

9-Noon

Open to children ages 3-5.

Zion Lutheran Preschool
“A qreat Place to qrow.”

2100 Boniface Pkwy.
222-3838

NOW ENROLLING
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=« Lutheran Social Services of Alaska

First off, thank you to all those who donated Easter baskets to our food pantry. These are definitely appreciated by the
clients, and your generosity helps bring smiles to many children's faces.

The Alaska Visitor Charity Walk is coming up on May 4th at 6pm. The walk is often referred to as the “Graze and Raise”,
because several food villas dot the course that begins at the Dena’ina center and winds through downtown Anchorage. The walk
gives the opportunity for participants to sign up to raise money for a charity. If you sign up as part of the LSSA team, your
registration costs and any pledges collected will benefit LSSA. Registration costs $35 for adults and $20 for kids. You can sign up
two ways:

Register online at http://www.alaskacharitywalk.org/Registration.html, make sure to select Lutheran Social Services under

the Team drop-down menu.

Register at LSSA in paper form.

May 9th and 10th, LSSA will be hosting a fundraiser night at Alaska Community Theatre for their production of “Sherlock
Holmes-The Final Journey.” Those attending will have an opportunity to enjoy appetizers, wine and beer, desserts and of course
the play. There will also be themed baskets up for bid and other ways to donate to the LSSA programs. The fun begins at 6:30pm
on both nights. Tickets are $50 and must be purchased in advance through LSSA: call 272.0643 Ext #223 for more details or to
purchase tickets.

The National Association of Letter Carriers annual food drive is scheduled for Saturday, May 12™. Last year, this food
drive raised over 62,000 pounds of food for the Food Bank of Alaska and LSSA'’s share was 12,000 pounds. We need volunteers
who can help us wave banners on Friday, May 11th from 4:30pm to 6pm on the corner of Minnesota and Spenard Road. On
Saturday from 1pm to 4pm, we need help grilling hamburgers and hot dogs for the Letter Carriers at the Spenard Post Office on
West Northern Lights Blvd. We also need help at the Food Bank of Alaska sometime the week of May13th to sort the food that
LSSA Food Pantry will receive. Your Letter Carrier will also be leaving a plastic bag in your mailbox that week and we are asking
you to please fill it with food and leave it for your carrier to pick up on that Saturday. This is an important food drive, as school will
be out for summer soon and summer is the busy time of the year in our food pantry. If you can help in any way, please call the
LSSA office at 272-064 ext 223 to sign up.

As you begin your spring cleaning, make sure to keep a lookout for any gently used/clean or new coats for our HUGSS
and Coats for School Kids program which takes place in August. We will also be collecting school supplies. Many kids go without
appropriate winter coats and school supplies, making school even more challenging. You can bring any donations to LSSA. All
sized coats are welcome.

The food pantry has recently has been receiving donations of eggs in flats and we are asking you to save your egg
cartons and bring them to your congregation or to the LSSA Food Pantry.

Peace and Grace,

—Alan Budahl

Executive Director, Lutheran Social Services of Alaska
1303 W 33rd Ave, Anchorage, AK 99503

THE LUTHERAN HOUR

Proclaiming Christ since 1930

Tune in to KHAR—590 AM—Sundays at 7:00 a.m. or log on to: http://www.lutheranhour.org

May 6 May 20

"It's Time to Show Whose We Are!" "Now What?"

Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz

Connected to Jesus, the True Vine, in all seasons of life, we bear Jesus died for our redemption, was raised again to life, and

fruit that blesses the lives of others. (John 15:1-8) ascended into heaven. Now what? We get to tell anyone who will
May 13 listen all that Jesus has done for them, that's what!

"Barrier-Breaking Love" (Acts 1:7-9)

Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz

God's love is no respecter of persons. His love comes to all by . .
grace through faith in Jesus. That love breaks down barriers and Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus

builds bridges so that others might see that love in action for Memorial Day weekend is a time to remember the sa‘cr|f|ce§
. made to preserve our freedom. Today is also the Lord's Day; we
them. (Acts 10:34-38) ; : .
remember our Savior Who gave Himself to free us from sin.
(Ezekiel 37:3)

May 27
"Remember, Don't Forget”

660 Mason Ridge Center, Saint Louis, MO 63141
An auxiliary of LCMS/Lutheran Church Canada/LWML
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9:30 AM DIVINE SERVICE

11:00 AM ADULT BIBLE STUDY /
SUNDAY SCHOOL

12:00 PM SECOND SERVICE--In Nuer
12:00 PM CCCAS-NT Worship Service
16:30 PM AA-Totem Group

6
19:30 AM DIVINE SERVICE

111:00 AM ADULT BIBLE STUDY /
SUNDAY SCHOOL

12:00 PM SECOND SERVICE--In Nuer
2:00 PM CCCAS-NT Worship Service
6:30 PM AA-Totem Group

13

{MOTHERS' DAY

PRESCHOOL SUNDAY

19:30 AM DIVINE SERVICE

111:00 AM ADULT BIBLE STUDY /
'SUNDAY SCHOOL

112:00 PM SECOND SERVICE--In Nuer
'1:00 PM ELDERS' MEETING

12:00 PM CCCAS-NT Worship Service
6:30 PM AA-Totem Group
20

19:30 AM DIVINE SERVICE/1st
'COMMUNION

110:45 AM VBS Fundraiser Event
m._.—.uoc AM ADULT BIBLE STUDY
:11:00 AM Last Day of Sunday School
112:00 PM SECOND SERVICE--In Nuer
2:00 PM CCCAS-NT Worship Service
6:30 PM AA-Totem Group

9:30 AM CONFIRMATION DAY

9:30 AM DIVINE SERVICE

11:00 AM ADULT BIBLE STUDY /
SUNDAY SCHOOL

12:00 PM SECOND SERVICE--In Nuer
2:00 PM CCCAS-NT Worship Service
6:30 PM AA-Totem Group

'7:00 PM AA-BYOBB
7:00 PM CCCAS-NT Youth
Meeting

7
7:00 PM AA-BYOBB

1 7:00 PM CCCAS-NT Youth
|Meeting

14

7:00 PM AA-BYOBB
7:00 PM CCCAS-NT Youth
Meeting

Zion Lutheran Church (LC-MS)
2100 Boniface Parkway, Anchorage, AK 99504-3166

Phone No. 907-338-3838/Fax No. 907-333-4014
e-mails: zionpastor@qci.net or zion-admin@gci.net

1
10:30 AM Preschool
Chapel

11:00 AM HYMN
PLANNING COMMITTEE

6:00 PM FINANCE
MEETING

6:00 PM Tracking The
Spirit

7:00 PM EVANGELISM

'MEETING

17:00 PM Zion Prayers &

'10:30 AM Preschool
Chapel

MAY 2012

6:00 PM Tracking The
Spirit

10:30 AM Preschool
Chapel

11:30 PM Preschool Chapel |
16:00 PM EDUCATION
|BOARD MEETING

17:00 PM COUNCIL
IMEETING

|7:00 PM Zion Prayers &
|Squares

110:30 AM Preschool
Chapel

11:30 PM Preschool Chapel
17:00 PM Zion Prayers &
iSquares

i

[ Chapel

| PRACTICE

9
10:30 AM Preschool

6:00 PM WOMEN BIBLE
STUDY
8:00 PM CHOIR PRACTICE

13:00 PM Women's Bible
|Study in Nuer--Until 6:00

PM

18:00 PM Law & Gospel-
With One Heart

3:00 PM Women's Bible

Study in Nuer--Until 6:00

PM

/5:45 PM Girl Scout Troop-
130-Brownie until 7:30 PM |

6:00 PM CCCAS-NT Choir
|Practice

'8:00 PM Law & Gospel-
|\With One Heart

16

CEREMONY ALL 3

|CLASSES TOGETHER i
110:30 AM Preschool
|Chapel

|6:00 PM WOMEN BIBLE |
|STUDY

8:00 PM NO CHOIR

21

/7:00 PM AA-BYOBB
muuoo PM CCCAS-NT Youth
‘Meeting

28

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS5
CLOSED--OBSERVING
MEMORIAL DAY

'7:00 PM AA-BYOBB

7:00 PM CCCAS-NT Youth |
Meeting

22

|7:00 PM Stewardship
Meeting

7:00 PM Zion Prayers &
Squares

....Nw

7:00 PM Zion Prayers &
Squares

23
|8:00 PM NO CHOIR
\PRACTICE

30
18:00 PM CHOIR PRACTICE

17
|PRESCHOOL'S CLOSING |
{Study in Nuer--Until 6:00

16:00 PM CCCAS-NT Choir |
1:30 PM Preschool Q._mUm_ m 00 PM CHOIR vw.pqmnmwn_.mnﬁ_nm ;

11
Preschool's Trike a Thon

/8:00 PM AA-Totem Group |

10:00 AM Human Care--
Cooking, Prep. & Delivery

|6:30 PM Parents Night

Out

|8:00 PM AA-Totem Group

:00 AM CCCAS-NT
'Church Prayer Meeting
9:00 AM MEN'S BIBLE
BREAKFAST
111:00 AM 1st Communion |
Class

12:15 PM Confirmation
‘Class

5

112 “
‘Preschool Picnic (Place
TBA)

:7:00 AM CCCAS-NT
ﬂ::_.nj Prayer Meeting
:00 AM Church Clean Up
u 00 AM MEN'S BIBLE
wxm.r_a,_n)mﬁ

'11:00 AM 1st 003_._._:3_03
‘Class

12:15 PM Confirmation
Class

3:00 PM Women's Bible

PM

6:00 PM CCCAS-NT Choi
Practice

8:00 PM Law & Gospel-

WS___”_-— One Heart

:00 PM Women's Bible

|Study in Nuer--Until 6:00

PM

|6:00 PM CCCAS-NT Choir
{Practice

:7:00 PM 50TH

COMMITTEE _,___mm._.Hz.m

ANNIVERSARY

31
3:00 PM Women's Bible
Study In Nuer--Until 6:00
PM

6:00 PM CCCAS-NT Choir |

Practice

i1

:00 PM VBS Meetings
:00 PM AA-Totem Group

16:30 PM BSA Cub Pack

220

8:00 PM AA-Totem Group
:5:45 PM Girl Scout Troop-
1130-Brownie until 7:30 PM

:00 PM VBS Meetings

8:00 PM AA-Totem Group

19

7:00 AM CCCAS-NT
Church Prayer Meeting
9:00 AM MEN'S BIBLE
BREAKFAST

11:00 AM 1st Communion
Class

12:15 PM Confirmation
Class

Church Prayer Meeting
19:00 AM MEN'S BIBLE
'BREAKFAST

12:15 PM Confirmation
Class

7:00 AM CCCAS-NT
Church Prayer Meeting
9:00 AM MEN'S BIBLE
BREAKFAST
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